UNITY OF INDIAN LIFE

" What," say they of this school, " Honeycombed as
India is by diversity .of languages; ridden by the
weight of customs that are alike in no two pro-
vinces ; with a population drawn from races black,
yellow, and white, and clinging with jealous persis-
tence to the distinctive individuality of each element;
filled with types as different from one another as
the Punjabee and the Bengalee; divided at best
into two, by the cleavage between Mahommedan
and Hindu, to talk of unity, in this seething variety,
is the merest folly! The idea of an Indian National-
ity is simple moonshine!" Such opinions are, in fact,
held by most Europeans who have; visited or resided
in India: they are combined, moreover, with a
genuine contempt for all who differ from them. Yet
they may not be the only conclusions possible upon
the facts, and it is generally granted that sentence
is not well pronounced till both sides of a case have
been heard.

The question arises then, is there any unity of life
and type perceptible amongst the Indian people,
which might sooner or later serve as the foundation
for a realised Indian Nationality ? It is perhaps true
that the Bengalee is the Irishman of India; the
Mahratta, the Scot, the Panjabee, Welshman or
Highlander, as we choose to name.him; but is there
anything common to all these, and to others, that
relates them to one another, as the central fact of